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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tur ſubſtance of the following Letter was 
originally diffuſed through ſeveral other let- 
ters, written in the courſe of the laſt four 


months. The partial approbation of a few 


friends has induced the Author to piece the 
matter together the beſt way he could: The 
indulgent reader will therefore be pleaſed to 
conſider this very ſuperficial and incorrect 
publication as offered to his attention on ac- 


count of the important hints which it may 


furniſh, rather than from any claim to merit 
on the part of the Author. 


Maxcn 18, 1793. 
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rage 7, line 4, for 1779, read, 1789. 
— 12, — 6, for 1779, read, 1789. 
— 13, — 12, for 1789, read, 1787. 
— 40, — 14; fer their quota, read, that quota. 


MY. DEAR. FRIEND, 


HE deſire which you envi, when we 
parted, That I would communicate to | 


<« you any obſervations that might occur to me 
te on the ſubje& of the preſent ctifis,” has been 
ever uppermoſt in my mind : And that I might 
be able to give you à comprehenſive view of our 
political ſituation, I have attended debates in par- 


liament, and at the Freemaſons Tavern. I have 


read pamphlets. I have converſed with peers and 


tradeſmen : And I have liſtened with attention to 


all orders of perſons, that, from the diverſity of 


opinions, I might collect materials worthy of your 


notice, How I have ſucceeded you are to judge. 
I know, in general terms, what are your ſenti- 
ments reſpecting the conſtitution of this country; 
you have faith in it, according to the ſcriptural 


ſenſe of that word ;—I therefore warn you not to 
8 imbibe 
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| imbibe any ill.-uill towards me, if it ſhould 7 ap- 


pear to you, that the concluſions I may form, are 


| heretical. I can no more withhold my belief from 


proofs. founded gn juſt premiſes, than rau can 
withhold your faith from that conſtitution, which, 
though you admit a part to be corrupt, you ſtill 
contend ought not in any of its parts to be im- 
peached. We agree, however, in general princi- 


ples; that the end of all good government is, that 


every man ſhould enjoy a perfect ſecurity in his liberty 
and in his property; and that this ſecurity ſhould 
be afforded him at the leaſt poſſible individual 
expence. Having theſe principles in common, 
IL. am perſuaded no trilling difference of opinſpn, | 
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Secondiy; That of the A >: firuatian, of this 


ende as applicable to are countries: And, 


Thirdly: That oy, ahe- political concerns "of | 
Great Britain, and Lrelandb. as they n to our 
tete eh Tow ie 2643 No as 
geld l N The 


bl 


"Es... 

The events in Fran&e which hade; excited the 
anxious attention of all Epropeghayezin/their effects, 
baffled the ſpeculations of the moſt. ĩntelligent po- 
liticians. In the year 1779 the French monarchy 
was ſupported by public opinion, by a latent 
though waning affection for the monarch, ig 
whom was the adminiſtration of the revenuesz 
by. a, well-paid- army; by ans arifipgrnsy; equally = | 
well paid; and hy the. intereſted: ſupport of the 
church. That the public opinion ſhouſd be to- 
tally altered; · that the cariftooracy. ſhould, be pro- 
ſerihedꝭ and that the ſupport of the church flpuld 
have become, ineffact val; are events which no 
human foreſight could: have ptedicted- All ches 
political ſtrength of the French empire, at that | 
period, ſeems to have been united. in one common 


intereſt to oppoſe the total emancipation; which Us 
has taken place, The power and influence of 
the monarch, aided hy the ſuppart;'of the ariſto- 
crats and churchmen, have beet found too feeble 
to, xeſiſt the ſovereign will of the; people, When 
actuated by a ſenſs af their juſt rights: And from = 
- the, wreck of the then: conſtitutedjauthorities, has = 
ariſen, a republic, founded on the. pureſt, Prin. 
ciples,;of free repreſuntation a/ republic, in 
Which every man's voice is heard in the election 
of his judges, his. legiſlators, and this defenders; | 
and . which, has already, though emhbarraſſed by 
the confuſion incidental to great alterations i in go. 
"EIS B 2 | vernment, 
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of France voluntarily ſurrendered - the abſolute 


power they poſſeſted, and diſqualified themſelves 
from becoming rn 40 the RG af- 


| aro bl 
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vernment, reſiſted ths efforts; tacit and avowed, 
of nearly all 'Evrope. If any "analogy may be 


allowed to hold between natural and political 
objects, that ferm of government t be the 


mot permanent eren Nends'vn"the broadeſt 


balls“ üg 112405 I N E 8; 700 In. ö ume 
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of privileges is ĩmpelled to ſuppert that conſtitu- 
tional form, by the two moſt potent principles in 


human nature, — intereſt and pride. He is in- 
tereſted; and has power to defend that: intereſt, 


in the form ot goverbment „And be is proud of 
"His ſhare in the adminiſtration of public affairs. 
Every other form of government neceſſarily” de- 
preſſes the larger portion of the 3 of a ſtate 


below theirJuſtlevel,” ek ufer 2 firms 
3 OG HEL ln 7 Afi; 8 ** 
eee 1 mer te — fides | 
of the picture? In our days ov? king of Pruſſia 
has exiſted ;* but, alas for Pruſſia? he is ſucceeded 


by anotber. The patriots of Greece and Rome 


were freemen: But it was reſerved for us to wit- 
neſs two inſtances of national magnanimity un- 
precedented in hiſtory The conſtituent aſſembly 
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According to the conſtitution of 791, the egit. 
lies aſſembly was to hold its powers during two 
years. When the members of that aſſembly. _xX 
apprifed of. the.«celterared .treaſons af the, court; 
when foreign powers, leagued With. the fugitive 
princes, filled all France with their manifeſtoes, 


ww L434." — 


that of the duke of Brunſwick more eſpecially, 


calling on the, ſabjects of chat empire to throw off 
their, allegiance, on pain, gf military, execution ; 
threatening to bring io condiga, puniſhment, the 
members of both 'aflembliesz, and alſo to; put to 
the edge of the bord a, million, of perſons, the 
inhabitants of Paris, if anyi violence ſhauld be 
offered to thati king;;who, had, acceptetl,. and was 
the executixe inſtrument. of, the Fonſtixution.;, At | 8 
this period, then, the legiſlative aſſembly, truſting 

to the coercive ſupport of eyery individual elector, 
took on themſelves to ſuſpend the kiogly power; 


and though, but one year of, their appointed time 
was elapſed, they quietly returned to the rank of 
private citizens; and the unanimqus approhation 
of France, immedigtely ratified, heir meaſures. ,_ - 
«lt bay bin eh wor ith nations zan 
Ae eee ee eee mark a new 

+ epock in the annals of mankind; and hen this 
eventful period of hiſtory reaches poſterity, they 
will reſcue ihe national character of France from 901 
the odium of undifcriminating cruelty attempted 
a Ea | e 
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| to be affixed to. it, > er —_ Senſes 


[8 505 the ſows mel m alk cally ackppwledae, 
|| bh that the late fatal. ca aſrophe,. cophidered | in all its 


i" circumſtanees. it is of a nature to fouze the indig- 
1 nationof all mankind: And! muſt beg to add a tear 
1 of commiſeration tothe general ſorrow which pre: 
vails, reſpeQiig dhe fete of the ünförtunate Lovis: 
5 Who, from' bis'laft will, has probes \ chi ir he pol: 


ſeſſed a mind, platable 150 59 His e Enerhies, grate- 


1 1 bs bis rieh@s,” and behevolepr towards 
1 all me 11 "And" he Weewife appears; to "have been 
11 folly impfeſſed with a proper fenſe of the duries of 
17 cher nation which h&Was"borni'ty fill, a8 well "as 
* of ine tights zug Uberndes f lis lt, . 5 0 
11 enen 356) 4p Ti = bn 2800 F023 0720} 2402 
K | "The king of France's by iotavities ied from 
11 RET. (a a0 other crowned peag i in Europe, 


(The gteater devils they to cut him af) is was 
ſpecific, not general, as is that of alt” other kings. 


17 The law'expteſsly pointed out a puniſhment; for 
1 his perſonal delinguendy — that f dechrone- 
1 ment; which puniſhment he had actually under- 
11 gone. The general principles of retfibutive; juſ- 

1 tice, therefore, to which, all men are amenable, 
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| cannot be ſaid in any ſhape to palliste the ins 
1 7 Fan ane ſentehcs 1825 which be nllyrod.” 
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The odium of the king of Fraiet's Uebagits 


tion: does not apply to the conduct of the Con- 
vention alone, but to that alſo oi the hole French 


nation; who ſuffered. that aſſemhly 0 arraga tere 


to themſelves the exerciſe; of juridical powers; 


powers which were wholly +jocompatible.,,with 

their functions as legiſlators, (ps, proſecutons,: or as 
evidences. Nota remonſtrance, that ever heard 
of, was received from any once of the depart- 
ments on this head. And vhatever might have 
been the ſpirit of thoſe powers originally. :dele- 
gated to the members af the Convention by their 
conſtituents, the F rench nation ſeems to have con- 


ſidered the trial and execution of Loũis only as 


a due exertion of thoſe powers: And as à further 
confirmation of this aſſertion (if we are to be- 
lieve newſpapers), addreſſes, approving of thoſe 
meaſures,” are daily preſented at the bar of the 
Convention. The members of the Convention 


| unanimouſly agreed that the king was guilty of 
the crimes laid to His charge, though they dif- 


fered in opinion as to the punifhmerit 70 2 85 in- 
fied « on Wa”. * by 
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* 'The long: parliament. had * nine re, bad they named. 
the perſons who condemyied Charles Stuart : The depoſition of 
Charles was not in queſtion when the nation conſtituted that 


parliament. The depoſition of Louis was one of the cauſes for 
_ aſſembling the French convention. It does not appear that the 


Britiſh monarchy was eſſentially altered by the decapitation of , 


2 55 Charles. 
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1 ſhall cloſe this ſubject by remarking, that it 
behoves the executive members of the European 
ſtates to obſerve that, in no one of thoſe ſtates, the 
barriers between a monarchy and a republic were 
apparently ſtronger than they were in- the French 
monarchy, in the year 1779; that thence they may 
be warned not to refiſt the juſt claims of the people 
with venal pertinacity leſt, even in thoſe ſtates 
where the rights of the people are partially re- 
ſpected, ſome cataſtrophe analogous to that which 
has happened in France, ſnould ultimately be the 
_ conſequence. And it may not be amiſs to add, 
that the immediately acting cauſe which occaſi- 
oned the French revolution, was the ſupport given 
by the cabinet of that country to the now Ame- 
rican ſtates; a meaſure marked with the blackeſt 
perfidy towards Great Britain, and impolitic with 

reſpect to the domeſtic ſituation of France. 


A few words will convey to the mind of an in- 
telligent reader the ſubſtance of a hole volume 
of animadverſions on this {pbje&,” namely: Let 
2s refrain from interfering in what does not con- 
cern us," It is worthy of obſervation, that the 
emancipation of the rl N rog m= pra 


Charles. The French hive | Mable Sd hos happened 
here ſince that period, to guide them t: And it may be enpected 
that they will form inſuperable barriers in their preſent form of 
government againſt the uture, monte of ee 
W * 


to 


: | | LS « 
to France; and conſidering the preſent poſture of 
political affairs, | in their full extent, that event 


may likewiſe e the downfal of the Briciſh . 


{Lt © a5 2 7% 
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1 ſhall o now proceed to treat, of .: the political : | 
Giruation of this, country a applicable | ro foreigg 
countries, No man, yninitiared 1 in the myſteries | 
of cabinets,. can, determine upon what principle 
of intereſt or policy (for in national affairs thoſe 
terms may be conſidered as ſynonymous) the peo- 
ple of England, were concerned about the do- 
meſtic. diſputes in, Holland, in, the year 1789. 
Would our trade wich, that country have been di- 
miniſhed if the Dutch patriots had emancipated 
themſclyes from the yoke of a galling ariſtocracy ? 
Certainly not. If the politics of nations are to 


be governed by the ſame principles which apply 
to the ordinary concerns of mankind, under what 
title could the Dutch found a claim to gur atten- 
tion? Did they fulfil their offenſive, treaty with 
us during the American war? No. On the con- 
trary, they fought againſt us; and at the peace 
they met with the juſt reward of their ingratitude, 
for they were by all parties. We were 
not bound to guarantee the domeſtic quiet of Hol- 
land, and yet our fleeta were prepared to coerce 
the Stadtholderian power. How were we con- 
eerned, whether the Putoeh were governed under 
the pureſt republican forms, or under the more 


N " Perhicious: 


4 


( 14 1. 
pernicious influence of ariſtocratical tyranny ? If 
inteſtine tumults ſhould happen here, (which hea- 
ven avert l) what ſort of remuneration will they 
render us? Have they guaranteed the domeſtic 
quiet of Great Britain? And if they have, after 
the recent inſtance of their contempt of public 
faith which 1 have juſt. mentioned, what could 
guarantee the fidelity of their High Mightineſſes! 4 
Nevertheleſs we are now embarked in a war for 
which one, of the alleged cauſes is to uphold 


their 1 imperious claim to an excluſive advantage 


of the common rights of nature. Are we then 
to guarantee the partial uſe of the elements to a 
faithleſs ally? And are the Brabanters to refrain 
from navigating on the Scheld, in conformity to 


treaties which are a diſgrace to human nature, and 
which this country is intereſted in deſpiſing ? 


Or have our miniſters, refining on the French 
ſyſtem of fraternity, forced that protection on the 
Hollanders which may in the end prove fatal to 
them, for ſome occult purpoſe known only to 


themſelves? All that is publicly known reſpect- 


ing Dutch affairs is, that we lately expended 


about half a million in an armament, juſt to enſure 


the fidelity of the Stadtholder. Hon much it would 


coſt us to drive the Sans Colottes out of Hol- 


land, or to pump the water off the face of that 
country, is what I believe would puzzle all the 
Exchequerers in Europe to determine, in the 
eventual neceſſity of thoſe meaſures. | 

What 
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What were the real motives on the part of our 
miniſtry, which occaſioned the armament againſt 


Spain in 1790, are not yet divulged. The alleg- | 
ed motives, © that the Britiſhy flag had been in- 


e ſulted by the Spaniards on the north-weſt coaſt 


« of America, ought by no means to have war- 
ranted the expenditure of four millions of the 
public money. That affair, all citcumſtances 
conſidered, was A ſubject for negotiating, rather 
than for arming. Mr. Mears, according to his 
own memorial, was under the Portugueſe flag, 
and, though an Engliſh ſubjeR, it may ſtil} be 
doubted whether be had any claim whatever to 
the protection of Great Britain. The time was 
apt; and we may almoſt be led to believe, with 
the ſcandalous chronicle of that day, that the ar- 
mament was a tool in the hands of the miniſters 


whereby they might enſure” the return of thoſe 


perſons to parliament in whom they could confide. 
Stadtholderian fidelity, by this, it ſhould ſeem, is 


a a much cheaper commodity than parliamentary 


confidence; inaſmuch as eight Stadtholders might 
be Ws for four n ot. ev aha | | 


| Perkapio you will 167 1 treat this abet with 
too much levity. A man muſt either laugh 


or cry at the tricks and corruptions of the age; 


and though I laugh, I ſtill am ſenſible where the 
ſhoe pinches. An improvement might be ſtruck 
out in the preſent political order of things. If 
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the lower houſe, like the upper, was to be made 
immortal, the nation would ſave 666 640l. an- 


nually, ſpent in lower houſe parliamentary con- 
fidence; that is, ſuppoſing future parliaments will 
coſt the nation four millions, and that they will 
ſit fix yeats. T chall have öccafion to fpeak of 
upper houſe parti lactientary confidence in another 
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The myſteries reſpecting the late Ruſſian arma- 


ment are totally inexplicable, though it is per- 
fectly clear it coſt us about half.“ a million. How 
- this country could be . benefited. by, ſupporting 
the Turks againſt the Ruſſians, no man can tell: 
For even ſuppoſing, what is every way improba- 
ble, that the empreſs could have eſtabliſhed her do- 


minion Over all Turkey, how were we concerned? 8 


Or, more ftriftly ſpeaking, would not ſuch a 


change have proved, in the end, advantageous to 


us? For it may juſtly be remarked, that com- 
mercial treaties between nations will be recipro- 
cally beneficial in the proportion that the man- 
ners of ſuch nations approximate each other. Ad- 
mitting this, poſition, would not the Ruſſian 


empite, Turkey being included in it, have taken 


a larger portion of our commodities than Turkey 
at preſent does, inaſmuch as the manners of the 
Ruſſians approximate ours tore nearly than thoſe 
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of the Turks? And i it is to be preſumed, hs. 
in time the manners of the Turxs would have 
been aſſimilated to thoſe of the Ruſſians. I leave 
it to you to look back to the debates and motions 
in parliament, concerning the three armaments in 
queſtion, and thence to form. your on. conclu- 


ſions. All I, can recolle& on that head ig, that 
the relative papers were iovariably refuſed by the 


TT in parliament. 


"OY to th the Ruſſian® bollgelt 2 can 2 
much having been ſald about Oczakow and the 
Dneiſterz but who'is in poſſeſſion of that place, 
or who navigates on that river, are cittumſtances 
with which J am myſelf unacquainted. Some- 
thing paſſed about making «frontier between 

Ruſſia and Turkey, a ſtrong barrier being deem- 
ed a ſure fafeguard againſt mutual "eneſbach- 
ments. State necromancers are all of opinion, 
that a deſert, or a flooded country, forms an ad- 
mirable barrier. The firſt of theſe expedients 
every nation may have recourſe to; it is only 
driving away the live ſtock (diſpoſe of it at your 
pleafure), and knocking down fortifications and 
houſcs. The latter expedient, flooding; I think 
only applies to Holland. And by the way, as the 
Dutch are the beſt of allies, if that meaſure ſhould 
become e to e our continental 
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barrier, they would doubtleſs Knock away their 
dikes, and to bout and AWAY. e 
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After maturely weighing i the ſpecious political 


reaſons which were urged in deſence of the three 


1 433 1 1415 


armaments 1 have been treating of 5—as to one of 
them at leaſt, the S Spaniſh, the concluſio jon which 


comes moſt oe to my belief & is, that four mil- 


lions of the public money was expended for the 
ſole purpoſe of ſupporting the preponderance of 
domeſtic corruption. Perhaps. 1 ſhall be told, 


that an improvement has been diſcovered as to 


the management of the balance of power; and 
it is now become the duty of Britiſh miniſters to 
regulate the portion of civil liberty which is to be 
allotted to the ſubjects of the neighbouring ſtates, 


ad fyrther, that it is an implied fact in the ęſ- 


ſence of every European compact, that no treaty 


is valid unſanctioned by the fat of a Britiſh mi- 
niſter: Or, in other words, that we are in fu- 


ture to ſuperintend not only the relative political 
ſtrength of the European powers, as it concerns 


this nation in a commercial ſenſe, but alſo, that 


we are to watch over and guard. againſt the due 
extenſion of civil liberty. Ere ſüch arbitrary 
principles are ſuffered to ripen into a ſyſlem, the 
Britiſh tax-payer ſhould be, informed what com- 
penſation he is to receive for the increaſed ex- 


; pence 


Eo 


pence which the application if theſe principle 
has asd produce. 
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We have lately Th much clamour ma 
the conduct of the French as to neighbouring 
nations; but we, muſt be candid enough to allow 


that in the affair of the Scheld they have improv- 


ed from a hint furniſhed by us. We lately in- 
terfered in Dutch affairs to reſtore energy to the 
oppreſſive powers of the Stadtholder 3. their con- 
duct towards their allies is, in this inſtance, of a 
very different complexion z they only ſeek to 


eſtabliſh the Brabanters, in the rights of nature, 


which ſhould be common to all men. 


I ſhall begin my remarks: on o our . ſitu. 


ation at the period when the king was incapable 
of exerciſing the regal functions. The legiſlators 


of this country were at that time divided in opi- 


nion regarding the exerciſe and extent of thoſe 


functions. On the one hand it was contended, 
that the prince of Wales had a direct right to 


aſſume and exerciſe; for the time being, the whole 
of thoſe powers inherent in the crown; and, on 
the other hand, it was aſſerted, that the prince's 
right was ſimply elective, or, to ſpeak more plainly, 
that any other perſon in the nation might, equally 


with the prince of Wales, become a candidate for 


the office of regent ; that the-prince of Wales, 
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or any ben 108 could accede to that office, 
only in conformity to the will of what then re- 
mained of the parliament, that is to ſay, of the 
two houſes. From the ſtate of the regency bill, 
when our beloved ſovereign was reſtored to us, 
the queſtion ſeems to have been carried for the 
elective right; and, moreover, the two houſes 
appear to have conſidered the powers veſted in 
them as fully competent to abrogate the inte- 
grity C the regal office, and to ſtrip that office of 
its auxiliaries, the waiting lords, groom of the ſtole, 
&c. as the Regency Bill annihilated the power of 
creating peers, and annexed the waiting lords, &c. 
to the kingly perſon, to be managed by the queen, 
aſſiſted by a council. This bill paſſed the lower 
houſe by a great majority; but I have heard it 
aſſerted (for I am not poſſeſſed of a red book) 
that the majority in the upper houſe was formed 
by peers who were actually waiting lords, &c, 
(So much for upper houſe parliamentary confi- 
dence.) The ultimate fat of the kingly ſeal was 
about to make law of all *** when the king re- 
covered. Wa oi bog 

In justice to the exemplary patriotiſm of the 
eee of Wales, i it is abſolutely neceſſary to re- 
mind the nation, that he himſelf wayed all direct 
claim to the regency; and he profeſſed that he 
was well contented to ſerve he nation, on what- 


% 


I „„ oor 


JE 
ever terms they choſe. to employ him; but this 


ſelf-denial, on ihe part of his royal highneſs, does 


not mend the matter, and it may, not improbably, 
be drawn. int a hac precedent for e 
for itte d ae e 
again occur, it may he 175 that ch the ſecurit ith 
which the conſticurign of Great Br kitain 1 55 5 
niſhed by the 1 integrity. a and 1 0 of ch l e regal 
power, was virtually annihilated 1 in the.year 1789, 


2 F - 


by the common copſent | of th A upper and lower 


houſes, and of the heir Apparent. - a hire A D 

ISV 251 ,2917t 19 1 
I know not er chere! is any precedent for 15 
ping off what have been lately confidered as the 


exuberant privileges of the firſt functionary of 


this ſtate 3 or, indeed, what were the inſuper able 
cauſes which warranted ſich än Infovatild. The 


alleged cauſe will hardly be believed, . That if 
et the prince was to be inveſted” with the whole 


ce of the regal privileges, though” only under the 
« title of Regent, in the event of the king's re- 
ce covery he could not have been forced back 
ce jnto his former ſtation.“ This was, however, 
the only reaſon which the majority in parliament 
vouchſafed to give the nation for altering that 


: conftitorion tor Which we have all ſwora 1e 


nnch lean, wer i th prince 


offered to govern us on any terms, it did not oc- 


cur to the miniſters, that the” nation might be 
D ſpared 
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ſpared the enormous expence of paying wait- 
ing lords, &c. Upon general principles, the 
perſons who form that ſort of eſtabliſhment, are 
expreſsly paid to uphold the integrity of the 
king's conſtitutional authority: The labourer is 
worthy of his hire; and whilft they are ſo employ- 
ed, every man in the nation 1s happy to contri- 
bute his mite for their ſupport, The' probable 
bad effects of the innovation I have juſt ſpoken 
of, were, luckily for the nation, rendered abor- 
tive, by the king's reaſſuming the plenitude of the 
regal powers. But the recollection of the con- 
duct of the leading men in the nation during 
that trying period, ought to make us miſtruſt the 
ſincerity of that fervour of attachment to the con- 
ſtitution, in its moſt minute forms, which now ma- 
nifeſts itſelf in a great majority in both houſes of 


| parliament. I, as an individual, candidly con- 
feſs (as it is the faſhion for every man to make a 


confeſſion of his faith reſpecting the conſtitution) 
that I admire, and will to the utmoſt of my a bili- 
ties defend, the conſtitution of this eountry; but at 
the ſame time I cannot overlook the manifold per- 
verſions which deform that ſublime code. Imuſt re- 
probate the inadequate form of repreſentation of the 
people; Imuſt reprobate thefrauds/thecorrupti6rs, 
and the perjuries whieh ate the reſult of that K br 
I muſt condemn the partial and impoliticabrog- 
tion of the privileges of the ſectaries; I myſt 


N 5 pity 


1 

pity the poor man, who has no mode of redreſs in 
a civil action, when oppoſed to a rich man, but 
by facrificing the produce of his daily labour, to 
obtain that juſtice which is indiſcriminitely due 
to all men—a very inadequate ſource, when the 
expences of modern litigation are conſidered, 
Theſe circumſtances are but as the ſpots on the 
fun, in alluſion to the conſtitution of Great Bri- 
rain, For we may boldly look on ſurrounding 
nations, and aſk them, What is their boaſted 
liberty ? What ſecurity have they for their lives 
or property, compared with the unwearied energy 
of the Britiſh law ? Our law is, indeed, worth de- 
fending ; but we are not prepared to ſay as much 
of the heterogeneous maſs of decrees hitherto 


paſſed by the French aſſemblies, technically term- 
ed Ls Loi. 


It is not to the conſtitution, in the ſenſe many 
men are now labouring to make us believe, to 
which we owe a ſufficient ſurety for our liberties 
and lives; it is to the trial by jury alone, to which 
we owe the bleſſings of domeſtic order, 


If it be contended, that the conſtitution, in the 
ſenſe thoſe men ſpeak of it, yields us ſufficient 
protection, what was it that protected us during 
the king's illneſs? What would have protected 


our lives and our liberties, if the regency bill had 
paſſed' into law ? | 
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Let us then deſpiſe the opinions of all thoſe 
who make paltry diſtinctions: We are now too en- 
lightened to be duped by ſhallow artifices; we 
know that the right of trial by jury principally 
generated our liberties; and that the reſpect for 
the law of the land, cheriſhed by all mankind, 
preſerves due ſubordination, While we preſerye 


that right uncontaminated, and whilſt the laws 


act with their uſual energy, we may bid defiance 


to the arbitrary e of venal and intereſted 
. 


Whatever faith you may have in the i870 
form of our conſtitution (and I am not much be- 
hind- hand with you in that belief, as I ſhall ſhew), 
I cannot but remark, that the reſpe& all men 
Paid to the law, independently of the coercion of 
any other conſtituted form during the common- 
wealth, enforced a due attention to the liberty, 
lives, and property of individuals. 


We Engliſhmen are loyal to our conſtitution, 
loyal to our king, whoſe manly. and domeſtic Vir= 


tues we revere; but, aboye all, we are loyal to the 
law. : 


wi ..*&>: e 
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The conſtitution of this country, is indiſpurably. 
well adapted to the manners and opulence of the 


times. A full and free repreſentation; of the 


people 5 4 kingly office exerciſed conformably to 
law, 


op 
L 28 J 


law, and poſſeſſing reſources where with to re- 


ward the virtue or the induſtry of individuals; 


a barrier of hereditary counſellors in the lords, 


to preſerve the integrity of the kingly office, and 
to adminiſter impartial. juſtice in the dernier re- 
ſort—a conſtitution ſo formed may be termed 
a republican monarchy, adapted to the manners 


and paſſions of a trading and an opulent nation. 


I muſt warn you not to aſcribe to me any de- ; 
reliction from the general principles I afſumed, - 
reſpecting the French republic: I contend, that 


the conſtitution of this country, according to the 
ſpirit of its tenor, is perfectly conformable to 
thoſe n 23 


I ſhall now ſay a few words . the * 
ratory act on the law of libel: It appears, indeed, 
rather abſurd that a doubt even ſnould have ob- 
tained, whether juries had the right to find general 
verdicts, as to libellous matter, when they indi 
putably poſſeſs the power of deciding what are 
the intentions of perſons arraigned for ae, ee 
They had power to ſearch, as it were, into men's 
hearts, to aſcertain the motives which occaſioned 
homicides, at a time when it was doubted whe- 
ther they could determine on the ſeditious tends 
eney of a literary Work, although the tent was 
actually before them. If the opinion of the 
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judges had been allowed to operate againſt the 


right to return general verdicts (and to the beſt 
of my' comprehenſion, that ſeems to have been 
the ſpirit of their opinion), the right of trial by 
| Jury on this head, or, what is the ſame thing, the 
efficacy of that right, would have been loſt. Every 


attempt to encroach on the privileges of juries 


cannot be too ſtrictly guarded againſt; and that 
it ſhould be neceſſary for a queſtion, ſimilar to 
that I have been treating of, to come before a 
Britiſh parliament, is a diſgrace to the age we 


live in. Abrogate the liberty of the preſs, and we 
ſhall ben be truly without a conſtitution, 


If we were to be reſtricted from .animadvert- 
ing with due firmneſs on public men and on 
public meaſures, we ſhould ſoon become the 
ſlaves of every ſpecies of oppreſſion ; and the 
moſt ſublime form of government man ever yet 
framed would no longer be able to ſhelter us 
from the ruinous effeQs of the diſſipation of the 
nobles, or from the exactions of our own repre- 
ſentatives. Fearleſs of public reprehenſion, theſe 
two orders of perſons would unite in one com- 
mon cauſe 5 the penſion liſt would be ſwelled to 


an enormous magnitude; the exciſe would ex- 


tend its baneſol influence to the very neceſſaries 
of life; and the hard- earned wages of labqur 
wourd be taxed, to ſupport che accumulated cor- 
ruption 


1 7 1 
ruption of the times. But; thanks to the latent 
energy of the Britiſh character; to be Ee: of 


our rights, is to be ſecure. 


The mode of trial by ſpecial * calls for 


ſome animadverſions; There is ſomething vaſtly 
obnoxious to equity in the idea of hiring a jury; 
and, in fact, the practice of employing ſpecial ju- 
ries is 4 direck infraction on the ſpirit of the law. 
Every Engliſhman ought to be tried by his peers: 
The Engliſh law recognizes only two 'orders -of 
perſons—peers and commoners. It has not yet 


been aſſerted, that, in the eye of the law, there 
are in this realm various deſcriptions of com- 
moners. The law is flent on this head; but the 


courts of law peak too plainly. They tell us, 


that there are men termed merchants or eſquires, 


who are well contented 7o receive a ſtipend ſrom a 


plaintiff for their preſence as jurymen, at a time 
when it may happen that a defendant would, if he” 


bad the means, pay ſuch merchants or eſquires for 


their abſence. | Special jurymen are not taken 


from the promiſcuous maſs of commoners, but they 


are taken from commoners of a ſpecific. deſigna-. 
tion. Let merchants and, eſquires try iſſues be- 


tween tien of their own deſcription. Such, j Juries 


naß ben be fecd and fed by b both Parties. The, 


4 vertias they may give, may be wel! 


worth 4 puibicd und 4 Aae. But a man — 4 
is not deſeribed Merchant or Eſquire, and who 


cannot 
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. cunnor offerd to pay for an enlightened verdict, 
cannot be ſaid, if tried oy a ſpecial Parys e to be 

enced; by hig\peers;! £14211 07 EO f. 

gaitntben: zan ls bluog 4x babayut 

: When, next} our legiſlature is employed in rell- 
ing vs what is the law, which they did in the 
inſtance of the law of Abel, it were well if they 
would tell us, What is the fact, aceording to che 
ſpirit of our conſtitution That no man ought 
to be convicted of having perpetrated any offence 
but by the verdict of thoſe men who, in the moſt 
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Why i is a ſchinm to be admitted in the * 
teriſtics of a commonerꝭ Which is not admitted 

in thoſe of a peer? Biſhops are partially peers ; 
but in gudicial concerns, the law deems them to 
be commoners, becauſe they are not the peers, 
in the full extent of that term, of thofe who ex- 
erciſe the conſtitutional age Inherent in the 
eee emer wile who 358: Had! 
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There SP e diſtin&ion-in the Wye 
of the law, between a commoner deſeribed Mer. 
chant, or Eſquire, and one deſtribed ſimply by his 
name: = Nevertheleſs! 2 form of trial has in a 
manner taken root amongſt us, whithomititates* | 
againſt the leading principle of our firſt and drareſt 
privilege, that of trial by our pecer s. 
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If the ideas which I have now ſuperficially 
touched upon, reſpecting ſpecial juries, ſhould 
lead ſome able man to diſcuſs the ſubject fully, 1 
am perſuaded we ſhould all unite in addrefling the 


legiſlature, that a law might be paſſed to equalize _ - 


the juridical powers of all commoners. And | 
ſhould my humble efforts have proved inſtru- 
mental to that end, 1 ſhall in future rank my 
public ſervices far above thoſe of any popular 
ſtateſman or 2 general. 


Let i it ſnould be thought that 1 have 150 
Qightingly of the act lately paſſed on the law of 
libel, I muſt here tender the tribute of my heart- 
felt gratitude to the firm and glorious patriot who 
has obtained that ſecurity for the due exerciſe of 
free diſcuſſion amongſt us, which the arbitrary 
and encroaching ſpirit of our modern GE 
had rendered doubrful. 


I ſhall x next offer a few remarks on the nature 
and effects of proclamations. Thoſe which are 
iſſued ſimply under the powers of the prerogative 
royal are very well underftgod. But in what light 
are proclamations ſanctioned by parliament to be 
conſidered ? Is it to be the future doctrine that 
they are to ſtand pro legibus? Placemen and 
churchmen do their duty by. deputy.. Have we 
at laſt hit upon a form of making ſupplemental, | 
or, allow the mou deputy ne This is indeed 
| : E ke War. 


* 


— | 1 ©] | 
country for law making. We have game laws, 


and tythe laws, exciſe laws, and tax laws, in the 


greateſt abundahce ; with a liſt of penal laws, and 
laws, proſcriptive, | much too redious to enumerate, 
But, above all, we have lately adopted the prac- 
tice of making laws declaratory and explanatory ; 
declaring and explaining, Not only what the un- 
vritten law is, which had become abſolutely ne- 
eſſary in the inſtance reſpecting libel; but alſo 
what was intended ro have been meant by tbe let- 
ter of flatute. laws lately made. One example will 
ſuffice: In 1792 a law paſſed declaring all illegal 
acts performed by the governor general of India, 
in violation of the law conſtituting the govern- 
ment · general and ſupreme council, to be legal, 


| But to return to the ſubje&t of deputy laws; 
they are, I preſume, of the declaratory genus, 
but with this eſſential difference, that the powers 
inherent in them are intended to operate reſpect- 
ing the preſent and the future time, rather than as 
to what concerns the time paſt, They ſpeak of 
the paſt, it is true; but they do not tell us that 
any acts are now illegal, which, were heretofore 
legal. They are in truth liable to a very invidious 
conſtruction, for they ſeem to point out to juries 
what is the opinion of the three branches of the 
_ legiſlature, regarding the information filed, or 
about. to be filed, by the king's attorney ge- - 
neral. | * 5 


Some 
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Some ti time ago the legality 4 publiſking any 
opinions reſpecting Mr. Haſtings's s trial was diſ- 
cuſſed b the ableſt men in the nation; And it 
ty to be generally 4 agreed, d, that publiſhing 
any opinions x \wharever, pending a a trfal 55 was a di- 
rect violation of the ſpirit of our AW. Does not 
this concluſion a app ply in its full force to the proba- 
ble effects of Pwd am impreſſed 
with the profoundeſt 7 reverence. * for the conſtituted 
authorities, and I do nor feel that Tam ſwerving 
from that reverence, when 1 aſk the public at 


large, if they think there 1 is, upon conſtitutional 2 


principles, any effential difference in the Publi- 
cation of an opinion pending a trial, on the part 
of an individual, or on that of the King, lords 
and commons; who, according to the ſpirit of 
their aggregate character, are the makets, ; nor the 
executors, of che laus. e 


4 5 
SY HET 


The practice of ſanctioning proclamations in- 


volves a claſhing of characteriſtical principles, 


onwarranted by the true ſpirit of the conſtitu- 
tion, which defines the legiſlatibe and the ex- 


ecutive branches to be perfectiy diſtinct; and 
when the legillative affemblies are called upon by 
the executive power to ſanction the applica- 
tion of the prerogatives of that power, through 


the meat" any other- form=-bur that of an 


act of parliament; if they comply, they may be 
tr ny ſaid ro exerciſe, at one and the INDE time, 
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powers which have ever been held to be incom- 
Patible with each other, The prerogative of pro- 


claiming eſſentially belongs to the crow, but if 


a proclamation paſſes both houſes of parliament, 


either it is expected to imbibe ſomething of a ” 
giſlative faculty; or that formality is uſcleſs, 


is ſtill not a law. What is it then? 9 


tively ſpeaking, it may be conſidered as a ſort of 


chapel of eaſe to common and ſtatute law, con- 
ciliating the minds of jurymen to convenient 
verdicts, and obviating the trouble of rejoinders 
on the part of the attorney general. Such is the 


outward complexion of a deputy law. But it be. 
comes a queſtion, whether the two houſes of par- 
liament conſidered it as eſſential to the force of a 
late proclamation to ſanction it; for if they did, 
in point of conſiſtency, they are bound to follow 
up that proclamation by a bill, declaring all legal 
prejudices imbibed on that head to be eg; and 
which, it cannot be doubted, would immediately 


receive the royal aſſent, In the days of the 


Yorks and Lancaſters it was the conſtant occu- 
pation of parliament to enregiſter the bloody 
edicts of thoſe tyrants. Theſe are milder times, 


Thank God there are now no bloody edicts to en- 


regiſter. But he who reflects maturely on the 
actual ſtate of parliamentary confidence, may be 
led to conclude, that both houſes of parliament 
till exerciſe the functions of a court of records, 


rather than choſe of jealous guardians, expreſsly 


delegated 


___ = 


E „ 
delegated to defend not only. the prerogatives of 
the crowns but. alſo. to watch over the rights and 

privileges.of the people 41 mn) ls - 1 » 


13811169. io 291u0& $16d esd noni other 


| Under, what genus to, class the las reſpeRing 
Win zreſponſibility 15 altogether pyzzling, 
The law of impeachment, (exerciſed by the high 
court of parliament, is ſaid to be adapted to 
that purpoſe, This law is of a mihed nature, and 
derives its coercive powers from the law of par- 
liament. It grows out of the ſpirit of the equity 
of things, and is practically guided by a reference 
to precedents. In all caſes of impeachment the 
legiſlative and the executive powers are exerciſed 
at one and the ſame time by both houſes; each 
houſe, parliamentarily ſpeaking, being competent 
to make laws concerning its own individual nabe 
and E | 


No analogy will, hold between the powers of 
the high court of parliament, and thoſe of any 
other Britiſh court, They are indeed tranſcend- 

* . ent; and, all circumſtances conſidered, it may 
be queſtioned, whether a deciſion framed by that 
court does not partake. mare of the nature of 2 
decree than that of a verdid proceeding out of A 
Briciſh court EW law. 


A Jobs . the poſſible Deo of 
eee in any caſe, has lately been eſtas 
bliſhed 


E 


bliſhed by a reſolution of the houſe of commons, 
and by which that houſe has left the 'public ſe- 
curity even in a worle ſtate than they found it. 
The queſtion, . that an impeachment does not 
& abate by the diffolution of parliament,” being 
before the houſe, an; affirmative, reſolution could 
only do miſchief ; nothing ſhort of an act of par- 
liament could put that matter out of future 
doubt. For admitting, what is every way im- 
probable, according to the preſent practices, that 
aà miniſter ſnould be guilty of any delinquency, 
for which parliament was Nor accountable, and 
in conſequence impeached by all the commons, 
that reſolution ſtanding upon record would prove, 
that what was the law of impeachment, was 
doubted in the year 1790. The ſame ground 
would be beat over again, and an impeachment 
would outlive, or die with, the parliament, as in- 
fluence might direct. 
If we are to ſpeak in general terms of miniſte- 
rial reſponſibility in this country, it would in truth 
be eaſier to ſay, where it is not, than where it is. 
It is not in the kingly office; that, as we all know, 
accounts for nothing: It is not in miniſters, 
whoſe ſafety is guarded by a majority in parlia- 
ment: It is not in parliament, which cannot be 
impeached. Now and then, indeed, perſons have 
been found, who have ſuffered the penalties an- 


W 1 to * z an admiral Byng, for ex. 
| ample, 
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imple, but he was only a deputy. The nation at 
large ſuffered a grievous amercement, on the ſcore 


of reſponſibility, forthe American war,andtheBritiſh | 
merchants in particular, who were many of them 


totally ruined, whilſt the loyal Americans, who had 
nothing todo with reſponſibility, were manyof them 
enriched.” In the Ruſſian affair, no deputy could 
be found to take the burden of reſponſibility off 
the ſhoulders of adminiſtration: The nation at large, 
and the merchants, ſaid, we will have none of it; the 
majority in parliament rejected it, and the miniſters 


gdtreaded it; ſo that we got off for 7000 a Wannen "ns 


mn of: omg wack mem wy 
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N Thus 4 1 PURE 5 OILY 4 ea 


tution of this country is, in its eſſence, ſuffiei- 


ently perfect, and that the laws reſpecting do- 


meſtic order act at all times with due energy, yet 
that the farms applicable to miniſterial reſponſibi- 


lity, a matter of the utmoſt import to the ſecurity 


of individual property, muſt be taken for the re- 


ality: And it ſhall be my next object to ſhew howW 


it has come to paſs that mere Wees has become 
1 nt of ne nn. 


ſponſibility, Form of repreſentation. Here then 
we make our ſtand. The repreſentation of the 


People IS radically defective.” The houſe of comE 
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mons does wot r a ſixth of the nation ® | 
(not to woe n uence ex- 
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hos ate Peeks." 916, Pere Z id 07. 
be oe” comman es In 9 0 
1 5 ee 
Pop E IP, "Ron $5 A N e 
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Aut" e Rſentati es. ed e inſtance e ok 
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he vicidbs e fects of achering to a form _ 
repreſentation" perfectly. inebmpatibłe with the 
true principles of the eonſtitotiomʒ are feverely 
felt by the bulk of mankind. To this cauſe do- 
we attribute the total want of any effectual 
controul, regarding che conduct of our miniſters. 
To this-eauſe, and to- this cauſe alone, may . 
fait ly aſeribe cke boundleſs prodigality and the 
nnn the Btitiſn ſtate. 
tg > 6! 10738 se ro. 
© {tr is mo © ealy to define what oportioh the Rin der 
of tis e cotfntry eee Be nor 18 Jt mal 15 we - 
wee Fx and Sarge der Phofe 
ga his matter, nn hls russurte 0 the: report upstbeche 
tate. of there he gommitiee of che ſociety, übe 


4 Niende of the People, aſſoclated for the purpoſe of obtaining 
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In the courſe of the Jaſt fourteen y years "the 04+ 
tional debt has been more than doubled. Accord- 
ing t to chis ratio, as you and I are neither of us 
thirr) years old, we 1 may live to fee the public 
contributions once more doubled. In the mean 
time we may conſole ourſelves b Für ar. 
the detect which has occaſioned ( is rapid increaſe 
of our public burdens, is not in the fubRance of 
the conſtitution, but in the formt relative to th - 
ſtructure of that conſtituent part, the houſe of 
commons, which alone is capable of defending | 
our liberty and our property from che encroach- 
ments of deſpotiſm on the one hand, and from the 
venal exactions of miniſters on the other. If that 
houſe w as in reality, what it now only is in form, 
a full and free repreſentation of all the commons ; 
and that the repreſentatives were teſſticted in re- 
ality, inſtead of in form only, ſrom all undue 
practices: (which circumſtances are. both in the 
ſpirit and in the letter of their charaQter); mi- 
niſters would not find them quite ſo prone to 
ſhoulder off their reſponſibility. Every miniſter 
would then not only ze accountable, but he 
would actually account to the public, is bis own 
2er/on, for the oppreſſive or tuinous meaſures 
which he hunſelf had adviſed; and. the public 
money could nor. then be diſſipated under the 
| ſanftica-ef eee, 
A 1 * 1 2 
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| 7 forced . gc e 1 — 10 eee 
1 tion f bring an ipgovator... * muſt therefore tell 


1 you,. in the moſt unqualified, terms, that T am no 

| republican. . N Levellers, 1 mpfelf belieye, exiſt 
1 15 only in the imaginations of formiſts, allow me the 

1. expreſſion; but I muſt freely acknowledge, 155 


it is the ſubſtance and not the ſhadow of a thing, 
| which I admire; the reality, and not the form; 
| _ anffit is ſurely worthy of the moſt ſerious conſider- 
| ation, thar, though we are living onder the "beſt 
ſpecies of government, yet, from the perverſion 
of our Logge best Tora, our public expences 
are annually inereaſing, and it does not ap- 
pear any man is perſonally" accountable! to us 
for that increaſe} Do not let us) He the? dog in 
e fable wN the eonſtitotion in dur mouchs, 
bg abe dung lu de ubſtaies 
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This natjon ! is now at war With Fraue, and 
conſequently. apa for effoctual inveſtigation" 
as to the: policy: or policy of that meaſure ĩs 


palt.“ We all Know e Ras the'prerogatiue of 
dectlating War in this cbuntthz fand v8 alfo;know? | 
but 106 well; WhO has the priv lege bf paying'the” 
expencts fibcidencal Weed d e W ſtinede⸗ 
wortli>white to advert to wbt is the general 652 
nion regarding tkis War; 10 zaqbite w benes {AE 
opinion has been imbibed, and whether it refults 
from ca ſpontaneous conviction of the i equity/'of 
che menſure on thb part bf a majority friſt; 
tien, dor, whether it 18 A füetitious Gpintbn; foiſted; 
aß it were on thoſe who Tariner;' d Hd d not 
resſonſ by thofe/ when have fone" ſtiſtef edd% br 
ſopporting every men ſure of any«miniſtes; , 


eit ul ier ©19 nennen wie 


That g mar ich- Fragce ig; at. preſent, apopular, | | 


meaſure, I readily admit. It is not. che conſum- 


mate craft, aided by che deglamgzory. eloquence 
of gur premier, which has mad it popular. Mor, 
init the eraſiye elgdſuence of,our,Narthern oratory 
or, ghe;cfraptic,raviogs,of him u haſt mind. can te. 
cogeile, impoſyble; gontrariezies, who plycks foul 
corruption; from -the, valty, treafueysr and calls. if 
virtue, Bubithapopuleruy gf 
is, in mνpinign, gicrilable tp thegvacontiinuyts 
onal dafiuence of dhag nan whos, entruſted wich 


the immediate ſupetintendence q che prigy me 
acting through the means of the moſt tremendous, 


engine of corruption this or any other nation ever 
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ſequently fall to or tor," from having*blindly 


have a4ihd'of* property right in their ſeati to 


ei . eee aſertibled" rom 
the vowed excuſe of fopporting the cbnſtitü- 
tion A tnf ede Fine ztich of cables 
where to be found in the” coutitry,/ uukeß thaſe- 
— porters of the reality of che 
cotiftitution;” preferably 10 the appendages of 
mere ſorta; are te be {6 termed -. 1 i920, daf 

eonglih Mhnpg did Wg Wen „1. Alox; 
A ins jento Bas kindly unddertaken to cn“ 
ligktem our minds on "conſtitutional — 
to impreſt ui With a proper degrer of horror te- 
gerding French practices, it were well if chey 
would pay their quota of taxes; which will eon- 


adopted their opinions, and which adoption has 
Amen call nn popular war.” SUE 
ech Aga? 
- Ir may be proper here juſt to touch . the 
unanimiry prevailing in patliament on this head. 
The hue and ery; which for ſome tim paſt has 
obtained regarding the 'tepreſentation” of the 
people, and the venality of the repteſentatives, 
Has led all thoſe members ef parlament who 


unte i Topperting that, or indeed any ether 
meaſure; which, for the preſent, might divert che 


pubhffe attention from thoſe copics. But 20: re- 


turn to our ſpecial genius 2180 VG 2801 Sun“ 


1545 i 


Rn . © Thoſe 


re end gs — — 

mind,, an e eee $880; lar 
Hor j we — he _ 
C unf. gene 

22 EP; (QVFT- che gegtav ,] hum Rare. 
Nen 
exult in that depravity which equally-diſgraces 
all pankinds(z: W640, hans hag) oh Hue 
ue tog hexe had Mur. ſacrilegions decapitations, 
one indeed More Wickede than chat 
which wel- e, ehre cats, The gueon:of Sea 
vas dgomed 1g, eth, by her awn Near yrelavions 
undet no..calourable;precext. of even polivieal en- 
1 . — This was the act of Sr patriet quęen 


izabeth, nn 
Eoglih mouths. 
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But theſe, vel ate told, arg more e | 

W Man, alas f in ſavage or in E ee 
ſt ill che ſame ſelſiſh, reſtleſs, ſangvinary being i: in 
| ſavage life, his wants are fewer,. and: his power, of 
doing myſebjef. more contreRted x im ſocial life bis 
wants arr — bis means of devaſtation 
boundleſs. [Avery ſlender voeaulary enables che 
favage tc ttanſalt the buſineſs of life. ; Vohuminous 
dictionanes enable che ſocialiſt to mne 
tranſactions of his neighbour o [8 199! 129 On 
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France and England ate neafly on / the faine 
bock in poitt of manners And of general ci 
vilization, thut à difference is ſcaret peter 25 
The French have their charrtäble 1 Fong 
and ven! now, amidſt revolutidns and Wärsf 7555 
minue to piotekt the arts. We, doc, Habe out 
SUBRE” Cherie) add bür F. RES! "ARE R. K 
Frane 8b6&hds Wich Acadderifts, "WHerein * 


higher order of pærſons are taught to trivetler each 


other; Erb 4660608 Wie TFGBIN wre f 
oräefs of; Perfons, princcs, „peer ant" butthers; 
desi ett to learn the Höble Art of Bok! 
Sladiators iba 
the field. Two adepts, acc HAHA by feconds; 
böttle. holders, &c. ſtri themſelves, and best 
ech bifler, until one” of them 4 Bid endigh; 


ald, when they 46 'not play booty, , it 500 


of „ 34 [134 


happens that one of the parties gets a lite e toq: 
much; ſor within theſe few years ſeveral n men have 
let themſelves out to be murdered, in. this way, 
fot the, emolument or diſmay Ul the, ; fnewing 
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We are told t that the French are Deſt they Ve 
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ee ee 
we. L know not what is the PAPA. of. their. 
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wübout reſident, biſhops, and mba ne 


ls ere , have a freeho{d {ife-rent 


L 4 3 = 
in h Profits Kher aha} par whigh ther „ 
do 1 \Peaforms, T baz gen Seeds I 
can b 590 like rot. ſurpriſes. for. Heiß i 
kind of rangi gr: er Nee kee 
through all the. works of nature; We frei in 
the light i of heap: We ſerleit in abc, gentle | 
zepbyx and inthe impetuous, ſtorm,;, , We. hear | 
9 the murmuring rill and roaring ſurge. = 
Chriſtianity. is more immediately of, a, metaghy-.. N 
ſical nature, and it requires the utmoſt Arcich pf [| 
mental refinement to embrace the {acred/myſte- i 
ries of that religi jog, 80 the, unqueſtiongble 
exiſtence of a Firſt Cauſe. is e i; che moſt 
unenlightened wind. | 
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I base been leg into the ore ging, "reflect Ctions, 
by no means with a view | to Palliate the cfimes 
which Ha ve lately been cbmmitted in France, or 
to apologize for irteligion. "Mick les do I feek 
to exfenuate the guile « "of France by an invidious * | 
contfaſt. 'I'mere ly ſeek” to ſhew; We "when 7 8 1 
deſcant with Bm TOE aſperity on. Fig de: ö ; 
pravity, not 'of France alone, 'bur of all man- | 
kind, whether | in a ſocial or a ſavdge Hate, in 
Point of HAH, and of Cf 2” rity? dome 
degree of Sotieizdt* thiftrarich' ovghe* 59 05 


n on feeting 94:9 Atte 0 hn Mann E41 
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_ ui6bl>'tſot fikt'to'be treuted as they treat vtfiers : 
Their W6rth'268 Hr" arion ure at Paridnte ; 
ter, whillt Uhiey' tell us we are fretmien, they rear 
*# e les, They hate fer'sp u Kd of wie 
" $6p”tefebfulig bels and abr r er 
* forced" upon "our belief b ſophittical 
ag . and racial "enfarced b 4 "colnbina- 
ti Ai Zing on Principles totally bab 
5 5 of that party of privileges 00 is the 
inberent birthright of eyery Engliſhman, _ 
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Fim the vicious influence whi ch theſe men 
bet, it is become ſcarce ſafe to hazard any re- 
mark on public men, « or on public meaſures; and, | 
for aught 1 know, It may | be deemed ſeditious to 
tell the public. chat, though the Exchequer over- 
flows,. there, are 1 ten a of e 
ing debt in the nation. 


| Much is faid about the equality of our laws. 
2 is is true as, tp C criminal matters. But there 
is 2. claſs. of. laws which I belieye it will be 
found, in ſome ſenſe, operate in favour of | the 
rich to. the impoveriſhment of the poor. * mean 
tax laws. I all ſtate my opinion on this yery 


intricate 3 in the conciſeſt way pai. 


© A men in this country pay taxes 10 5 "yy bo 
tin relative to their real property,” i ac to the 


articles which they conſume. There is; However, 
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e gende, it is N oy that the la- 
- bgvying part. o the | nation 5 Houle! be taxed to ſup- 
port their extravaganee. 8. „Kad! it Would be a con- 
 .fiderable ſaying-to the nation if the houſe bo Tords 


was — to dbl its own ar M287 
. 29 4 git 77 | 
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common ai th wha bee ho 
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lawry. Being abus aireumſtanced, not only per- 
ſonal protectioꝶ is reſoſad demi o but they are alſo 


deptived of } the impreſctipeible right which is 


inhe rent in all neun bach own ad- 
vantage, 35 
dt 901 no bis! ak 1 1 40 don ads MI 


Happy is it for che community at large, chat the 


law, has powen do protect out lives and liberties! 


and chat. the pets of our executive cabinet can 
as.eaſily conſign a man to the gallows as to the 


ſpunging · houſe. But, alas !, that! veto; through 


the vicious and ruinous perverſion of our conſti- 


 tutional farms, has ample power to conſign a large 


portion of the inhabitants of this affluent country, 
9 TE popcrhopſe, 1 * Sog! 9742 Q3 Sud 111002 | 


be 27 


Leek us then, actuated by the glorious ſpirit of ] 


our anceſtors, and in equity to our poſterity, join 
heart and band fo. realize, the efficacy of thoſe 


| barriers againſt .domeſtic corruption, with which | 


our conſtitution. is furniſhed j And let a law of. 
parliament be ſo, conſtructed, that, in future, the 


8 property. of the pation ſhall be as ſecurely guarded , 


againſt the depredations of. miniſters, ag that ot | 
individuals actually; js 2gaioſt the depredgtions of. 
each other. For, in truth, as to what rggards the? 
eſſential -qualitics of reſponſibility, aur os, 
nitrazias hays, beca, rtl iner 
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Forms of reſponiliey-thor-etrGolare, d 
we ofren heir avchiralle in purliament of t O 
accountable for the publie moneyq; but Wen that 
who irt nme. afeerchin}2 10; 
bin 
If the AA of what 1 have ſaid on the ſub- 
ject of taxation be adinine@ (Walt will kagthlily 
be refuted) ) what can be mere Abſürththatf che! 
language which we now eur Very Yay tefpettininr 
the; property of che teh; nch wear tagt th 
believe is held for the uſe of the pobr r. gab. 
r bas.euopary 51 
The great difproportion whieh aBtoallyvbiiih . 
regarding the wenlth of individuals, certainly 
contributes to depreſs thoſe be WH "fo hyp 
IS 8 
0 10 11731 It 29011 9g 414 yo bone 6356 -nod2 20 11 
"How 10 BE 48, er that the rich Kadir" 
«property In truſt for the poor,” none but che 
ſapient gentlemen who have ati intereſt in mal ing 
che poor ſtill poorer; can cabin. B Meß 
mean to tell us Alſo,” that the laböbring pets“ 
ſott elne bir labour in tri lor te tien? Tü 
t be à fine dotctrine truly; and let us beware 
it is not verified; The fück at preſent fands thus; 
There aeth "Res ccüt di either parts "A" 
perfert recipes yo Was ;\ "for one if an is as, 
eqgaly W b 0 0 St W atdad, a4 Anbcher 


map is 10 eat chews W t or to buy breed wich it. 
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The united affarts of. a majority, of the monied 


men in the nation have h -exened. 40 inJuegce 
the public opinion reſpecting the late meaſures 


of. iſtration . (Tb; war whoop: has heen re-. 
founded . from 1 afociation, to, aflaciatian : They 
hape ſucceededawywat;is declared agginſt,French 
barhariffe and again SHF AF reformation of Engliſh 


Wer Doisbilnod d 0! 9s ,! basſgnT ? 10 104 


A* goipoid ewotimsle> TYis 2b1&wo) ego hn * 
Flo the internal reſources of * fange, and. from 


; the omeſtie, circulation. of þ her unf unded paper, 
it is certain the wilt carry on the war on leſs diſ- 
| advantageous terms than t the allied powers, whoſe 
reſources are re drawn from extern al meang, and who 
ad" ou rax their e e thei 
c 

MINI Avidw bus tenclusg ISH 10 2130 

"Prince ill carty 6 cke 17 Wiel tl 50 


Ii IJ Ih : p 
debts on her ſubjects. UHRINTT eo 10 101183 8 


Great Britain, that allied: power; bose the 
ſources! are principally drawn from external com- 
merce, and who cannut ſafely truſt to the cirtu- 
lation of unſunded paper for her domeſtic inter- 
cburſe muſt neceſſarily entail ſurther burdens on 
ber ſubjects. bas 2 ba1gebs Ils 28 2iapsm 


If. conſder che warfare: of ſtates us 3 kind af 
gambling concern, this warasstikely v turm out 
a . to the . | 

who 


dy- 


In) TY 
whis tay faifly fajgi#"HRe'R Wout to Mike grad 
0 money againſt Na paper. 3961 non Hs, ain. 


n dis od ga noiniqo dildug 96? 
Thee recent bankruptcies which Made ppenec, 
may be attribüteck to the etceff bf Piper ious = 

Theſe difaſters, andthe actthal artrefs 6? dür Wl 
nufactürefs, not o6Ty in tHe CiPfrar, Bot al f the 
north of England, are to be conſidered us the 

firſt ſteps towards that calamitous ſituation to Deen 
| the' continoant of thi this war x molt incvitabl y lead, 
SkGuld the war b protracted, the f, fallac cy of © our 


I: 


vaupted reſources will foon Nee RE 
military | e Gatettes may treat of, the 7 
wi Mot aan i ell | uy”, "of bankrupt mer 

chants, involving in their ruin all the. lower, o of- 
ders of commercial perſons; and which circum- 
ſtances muſt ultimately occalion abe 


falcation of « our revenues. 


x 91 Ti . i9f} * * #30 5 


ä n al can be mein ſo mn 
manize- the French, and to prevent a reſormation 
| here, time will ſhew. That the former is ab event 

devoutly to be wiſhed for, no man will deny; 
but as to the latter, e arm gr whether the 
mean 1s at all adapted to the end. e ny 44 


10 The 0 n levied to 


ſopport the humamiaing ſcheme; will probably 
add to, rather than diminiſh; cheldifvontents which 
N. q © | are 
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are occaſioned by the prevalent abuſes; ub es 
the weight of thoſe taxes begins to be felt, the 
public opinion, regarding ING of this 
Fl hs es ſoapy nr Biba ra ne oft" 


>” 7 x f b 
PTT?'K 90 F 


* db et long nue — 
pbfar war with the now American States. Three 


or four campaigns, and three or four budgets; 
made that war unpopular. The counties aſſoci- 
ated to obtain 3 and the nation was Fu 


e Bo #4 of 


Any n to our cs eres will rot 
probably, produce | ſome inteſtine, commorion, 
which is now more to be dreaded than at any for- | 
mer period. All orders of men reaſon ſhrewdly ; 
and thaugh we are all fully convinced that the ge- 
neral ſyſtem. of government in this country is the 
beſt in Europe, yet we know that it is __ with 


2 cireumſtances. 


e are al apprized, that the executive go⸗ 
vernment is ſupported by the miſapplication of 
the public money and that, whilſt miniſters 
relt us they are reſponſible for their conduct, they 
buy out that reſponſibility with the produce of 
the taxes, and which taxes, ſrom the nature of 
things, muſt operate partially towards thoſe 8 
are the leaſt able to bear them. aa, 


| What 


K 2 | 
Whit Further" pobne burdehe thib4eeiiowietn = 
or will endore, is not ſo certain; but i i certain 1 
that the miniſters appear to be eon vineed of che ix 
expediency of reſiſting all; efforts, from what I 

ever quarter, to oblige them to correct the vi- 
cious effects of thoſe; innovations on che ſpiritual 
the conſtitution, by which they are ena bie 
coerce their own meaſures, and to weer N 58 
| un all EP nnn, Bi FE 


1 — are two — of cubltanciaing the ef. 
ſentiality of our conſtitution, Firft, By realizing 
a full and free repreſentation of the people: . And, nd, 
ſecondly, By reſtricting the actual members o 
parliament from taking bribes. 1 mall fay, nq- | 
thing of the former, which, though! may be liabte 
to ſome futile objecklöns, iS fin the radical — | 
only effeftual mode. Regarding de latter, 1 
ſhall beg leave to quote 4 ange from” a very 
long letter (page 276): Cornwall elects as many 
« members as Scotland. But is Corn]. better 
« taken eate of than Scotland? Few trouble their 
« heads about any of your baſes, out bf ſome 
« giddy clubs. Moſt of thoſe who with for any 
e change, upon upon e plauſihle 'grounds; deſire it on 
different ideas. This is the mere verbing- of 


a conſtitutional formiſh. The playfble * ground 


here alludecd to, are-ttioſe of che unconſticutional-—© © 
influence exerciſed” by adminiſtration. I the 

author of chat letter! (and who has more inge- 

2324; Ha H - _ nuity?} 
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nuity?) can point out any means, by which the con. 


duct of members of. patliament can be reſtricted 


within the due limits, of their character, I. firmly 


believe ſuch a meaſure, wquld as effectually pre- 
vent future abuſes. as that of realizing a full and 
eis repreſentatign of the people, But we. all 
nol hay i is impolñble, under, the preſent cirs 
gy — to place any effectual barrier. hetween 


the ambition of amen en 15 
ene D ait 0 4 


"Aud 28.3. preſent e e we may he 
enabled to endure the freſh. hurden of taxes about 
to be levied upon us, we . have. only to pray that 
the Britiſh, ſenate, magnanimguſly rising above 
the low conſiderations of individual intereſt, will 
be pleaſed to refrain from the practice of any un- 
conſtitutional | meaſures, and which, might ulti- 
mately reduce this nation to alt of bankruptcy, | 
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What - occafianed all the 1 — we 
have lately heard? Are ter prepared ta aſſert, 
that the practices of our executive government 
pre leſs arbitrary, or leſs ruinous, than thoſe: of a 
;Turkiſh Divan? or that our mangers, or piety, 
ate more pure than thoſe of the, moſt 1 depraved 
-pations?;; A. Turkiſh baſhaw-plunders the; pro- 
vince he governs; he is in his: turn plundered: by 
the ſultan; and the bow-ſtring ſubſtantiates the 
Fre nenn. 

1 A Britiſh 


(WF -; 

A Brit MN by the ſanction of 
à very e eee eee, 
try may tax us ad *#1finituin/" and chat power 
which enables him to leb y "rants, at tie fame time 
exonerates him from 0/ *tefpotifibility,” Thie 
depravity of dur manners "pervades" the 27 
moteſt branches of out "executive: Boverhfttent; 
and equally actuates the conduct of che elkctors 
and the elected. Whatever may be the piety of 
Engliſhmen, that they certainly do not 'imbibe 
from the officiating clergy, who are uſually hired 
for the day, or for the year, from ammongſt the 
motk illiterate and depraved of that Body. But 1 
will tell you wvherefofe all this clambur is occ- 
ſioned. It is intended to ſcreen tlie reiterated in- 
fractions on the ſpirit and letter of our conſtitu- 
tional code, which daily yield a plentiful harveſt 
to all thoſe who ate baſe enough to ſupport any 
meafure, provided they are themſelves allowed to 
Dares in the public 1 3 
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In 8 way ſome Nang in this letter 
may be conſtrued, it is ſtill not my intention to 
artaign the conduct of any man, or ſet of men, 
or to depreciate the fotm of government in force | 
here: as Iam fully'convineed that the domeſtic or- 
det of's ſtare muterially depends n à due balance 
bettreen the exteutide power and the ĩimunities 
and priuilege d of te People. The eſſemtial prin- 
e e ee 9 
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to that end; on this head there are not two opi- 


nions in the nation. The leading men in admi- 


niſtration all agree, that 2 full and free repre- 
ſentation of the people ſorms a part of the ſub- 
ſtance of our conſtitution, -+To this the leaders of 
oppoſition hkewiſe: accede. Why then do we not 


immediately realize bat mode of repreſentation, 


which, vobilſt it is delayed, will continue to ope- 
rate as a perpetual and increaſing ſource of cor- 
ruption and diſcontent? | 


From what has been ſaid reſpecting the Britiſh 
ſyſtem of government, it is evident that the legiſ- 
lative and controuling powers of parliament are 
almoſt wholly abſorbed by the FROFRLINS power. 


In a well-conſtruQed government, the legida- 
tive muſt be perfectly independent of the executive 
power; as no country can literally be termed 
free, wherein thoſe powers act colluſively. 


In France, the legiſlative power preponderates 


but no analogy can hold between the actual ſitu- 


ation of France, and that of any other country, 
ancient or modern. The ſituation of that coun- | 
try may, however, ſerve to prove the abſolute ne- 


ceeſſity of attending to the due and effectual ba- 
lance of the legiſlative and executive powers ; and 


it will fully evince; that any departure from radi- 


al Principles of — on this head, may 


prove 


[9] 


prove. as fatal, 4 the undue extenſion. of the 
one, as of the other power. Wavering and un- 
Ready councils, marked by arbitrary and une: 
quitable meaſures, are as likely to reſult from the 
aſcendency of the legiſlative; as that a ſteady 
and perſevering ſyſtem of oppreſſion, and of in- 
ordinate taxation, ſhould proceed an. wy 
nen of the executive © ane. bs A 
ys 1 3 Fab _ the Manny to „mal 
that any attempts to engraft on the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution, that ſpecies of government in which the 
executive power predominates, cannot be ſuffici- | 
_ ently deprecated: The democratical Privileges © of 
the people being rooted in the vitals of our con- 
ſtitution, can no-how be ſubyerted but through 
the vicious miſconſtruction of thoſe fundamental 
laws, which were equally intended to prevent in- 
novations, and to protect the property of indi- 
vidaals. 6 


I ſhall, for the preſent, only trouble you with 
a few general remarks on the alterations about to 
take place in the Iriſh. repreſentation. of the 
people; as that meaſure applies relatively both to 
England and Ireland the outline of this meaſure 
is all which I ſhall touch upon: It is intended that 
balf privileges ſhould be granted to certain of the 
| Roman. Cathelics; who,. by this regulation, ate 

©1558 ; | - to 
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to acquire the freedom of voting for members of 


_ parliament, though they are not a become eligi- 


ble as TOTS. 


* * ' * 
2 03 5 2614 I'S; "241 $1* ar?” 


10 t et true policy, of. Babes. GR can: 4. no 
juſt mean between the perfect manumiſſion and 


7 OF. 26 Ui GA 


rhe. unequivocal alienation, of any individuals. 


If ſuch individuals are deemed competent to vote, 
| upon, the commoneſt. principles of equity Ty are 


e e to e Tr 


Nl . 


hst e ae may e in 
the radical principles of the Iriſh conſtitution, is 
not at ꝓreſent determĩnable. As to its immediate 
effects, one certain concluſion is obvious That 
the number of electors being conſiderably in- 
creaſed, elections will confequenitly become more 
expenſive; which will, in the end, oblige miniſters 
to levy further taxes from the Irifh people, to 
enaliꝭ them to retain that majority in parharfient 
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which alone can give efficiency to the executive 
government. If this concluſion be true — and 


who, can doubt it? —it fully proves that any half 
meaſure, chat is, any alteration ſhort of a full and 
ſtee repreſentation of the people, in the conſtitu- 


tion, of Lreland, as well 48 in "that of Great 


Britain, m he miſchievous rather than benefi. 
cial. Phe fact is, that, from the actual per verſion 


ol Rail powers, boch in En gland 


and 


* 
q 59 1. M11 üg. 


and Ireland, all political goyerament is coerced 
by'indlre&t means. 


2913640" 13 21 5 214 


A man inhabiting either of theſe countrie is 
protected in the due enjoyment of his perſe 
liberty. I wiſh 1 could fa 45 dch as ww the 
ſecurity for his property; but hat is Uaity wreſled 
from him, under circumſtances totally un warrant⸗ 
able. The peeuniary contributiotis exacted from 
him, are applied; not only to the purpoſes of ſup- p- 
porting the executive government, but to thoſe 
alſo of enforcing an unlimited ſyſtem of taxation, 
through the intereſted ſupport of thoſe membert 
of the legiſlature who, conſtitutionally ſpeaking; 
are ſworn, ta protect the privileges of the people, 
and to guard againſt. the venal neee e 
of the executive pow 03 A enteo ele 


On * IL all bee th from 
the works of the plauſible gentleman before men · 
tioned : They do not commit crimes for their 
8 deſigns but they form deſigns, that they may 
te commit crimes. That is, they du not commit 
crimes to come inta. parliament, but chey ſorm 
the deligo of coming into parliament, that they 
Max commit the crime of peculation. This in- 
terpretation will, do tolerably well (let any one 
furniſh a bettet); not that the firſt part is ſtrictiyx 


true; for crimes in abundance are committed ere 
many members are quietly ſcated in parliament. 
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The operations of the politicat executive go- 
vernment are conducted by a ſeries of tricks, and 
manceuvres, too palpable to require much illuſtra- 


tion; and the ſort of atrangement which takes 


place between miniſters and bein majority, is a 


mockery on the common ſenſe of both nations. 
Upon ſome queſtions the miniſterial forces unite 
to obtain their purpoſes; on others they divide, 


and ſubdivide - ſome for and ſome. againſt the 


miniſters; who well know how to flatter the peo - 


ple, at the very time they are labouring- to en- 


ſlave them. If a queſtion is agitated which is of 
doubtful iſſue as to the public approbation; the 


miniſters divide conformably to what they think 


is the popular opinion, and the odium applicable 
to ſuch a meaſure is divided wad mee 


5 —_ their dependants. 


All that has now been faid is, I fear, too trite 
for even epiſtolary communication: But, perhaps, 
people in general have never yet confidered, in 
their full extent, the ruinous conſequences which 
muſt proceed from: the preſent ſyſtem of political 
government. One circumſtance may have eſcaped 


public notice, and it ſhall be my buſineſs to 


point it out: It is, that the inereaſed wealth of 
individuals, ſo far from contributing to the ge- 
neral proſperity, is one of the acting cauſes why 


the national debt has increaſed. And it may now 


be wad ſaid of this country, that although it con- 
tains 


„ 
tains a tedundanee of vealthy perſons, yet, in a 
mor ſenſe, it 1s daily growing intra 


To make this matter perſecliy clear, 1 | ſhall 
10 ſtate by what means the preſent ſyſtem of 
our executive government is enforced: A mem 
ber of parliament buys his ſeat ; and what makes 
this ſyſtem more particularly ruinous,: is, that as" 
the number of affluent perſons increaſes, the ex- 


pences incidental to the executive government 
_ muſt likewiſe increaſe; as wealthy perſons, be- 
coming candidates for parliamentary advantages, 


bid againſt each other, and enbance the value of 
ſeats. For example, during the ſitting of the laſt 
parliament, the price roſe from 3 to pool.; of 
courſe thoſe perſons who had laid out their 
money in parliamentary ſpeculation muft be in- 
demnified ; the miniſter muſt have a majority, 
and, to obtain it, he muf# uſe ſuch means as are 
applicable to that end. In this point of view our 
proſpects are truly melancholy, for it ſhould ſeem 
that the larger portion of mankind are growing 


poorer in a proportion inverſe to the increaſing. 
wealth of individuals. And although the com- 
merce of this country flouriſhes in a degree here- 
tofore unprecedented, yet the nation at large is 
ſinking under the weight of fiſcal burdens : Be- 


cauſe thoſe defects in our conſtitutional forms, 


which, in the infancy and adoleſcence of our con- 


titus ion, were ſcarce felt, “ have grown with its 


I „ growth, 
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growth, and ſtrengthen'd with its ſtrength.— 

- Whilſt the general property of the nation conti- 
nued nearly at one par, the form of the repreſent- 
ation of the people was not of the immediate con- 
ſequence which it has now become, from the in- 
creaſe in dur national wealth. By this increaſe 
the power of corrupting the electors and the elect- 
ed, according to our preſent forms, has acquired 
its full vigour. This practice is now indeed car- 
ried to ſuch a ruinous extreme, that unleſs ſome 
remedy is fpeedily applied, it will be much more 
politic in us to abandon our eleRive franchiſes 
altogether, than, by retaining them, incur the riſk 
of having further burdens impoſed on us, in caſe 
it ſhould appear at the next general election, that 
the competitors for public. plunder have become 
ſtill more affluent. What, alas! may be the 
ultimate reſult of our retaining eleQtive franchiſes 
under the preſent ſorms? Perhaps a monied ariſto- 
cracy may take root amongſt us, generated and 
nouriſhed by thoſe corrupt practices which natu- 
rally tend to an auzmentation of taxes, and which 
are felt only by labouring and induſtrious perſons. 


1 know I ſhall be told, that the middling and 
the lower orders in commercial: life ſubſiſt from 
that labour which is occaſioned by the luxuries and 
ſuperfluities of affluent perſons ; but ſtill, unleſs it 
can be proved, that the value of labour and ingenu- 
2 ity 
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ity u has riſen in proportion to the increaſed wealth of 
individuals, the lower orders muſt ſuffer partially, 
from the vicious effects that wealth has been found 


to produce on the ſcore of our public burdens, 


Ihe taxes which have been leviedupon the ſubjects 
of this country, in the courſe of the laſt twenty - 
five years, have been influenced by, and appor- 
tioned to, the increaſing demands of our wealthy 
and intriguing repreſentatives, rather than by the 
increaſing, or the preſumed "increaling, riſe in the 
value of labour and ingenuity. Tax on tax has 


been heaped, ſo that at this moment ſcarce any 
thing is left untaxed. 


And if the influx of wealth ſhould ſtill continue 
to curſe this devoted land, it will be difficult for 
miniſters to find financial reſources, wherewith 
the balance may be preſerved between the inſa- 
tiable demands of our executive phalanx, and the 
abilities of the people to ſatisfy thoſe demands. 
Perhaps the dependent ſituation of the Iriſh peo- 
ple on our Engliſh miniſters may hitherto, in ſome 
degree, have contributed to that end. Till now 
it has been eaſy enough to ſhip off a cargo of 
| miniſterial dependants to Ireland; but whether 
the Iriſh will continue to help us out in this way, 
now that, from the intended augmentation of their 
own voters, their political executive government 
is likely to become more expenſive, is not certain. 
In the mean time they may ſay with us, that they 


have 
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have a good conſtitution, which eſſentially guards 
their lives and their liberties ; and that their pro- 


.perty is as formally protected as is that of their 
| neighbours, 


Before I rake my lows of the Racer, I muſt 
once more apologize for the inaccuracies in this 
Letten: It has been literally pieced together, as 
the Advertiſement ſets forth; but if the arguments 
| herein contained ſhould convince the unprejudiced 
part of the nation that it is high time for miniſters. 
to adopt ſome mode of enforcing the executive 
government, more congenial to the true principles 
of the conſtiturion, and leſs prejudicial to the 
bulk of mankind, my purpoſe will be anſwered ; 
and I ſhall very quietly ſubmit to the ſarcaſtical 
ſtrictures of thoſe who may think the arrangement 
of this work worth criticiſing, Whatever may be its 

defects (and they are many), fill one poſitive con- 
cluſion muſt flow from my general premiſes, 
| which I wall throw i into a form of words grown 
ſomewhar muſty on the ſhelf, namely : 


That the national ard political expences oY 
Great Britain, and I may ſafely. add of Ireland, 
have increaſed, are ncreabog, and ought to be di- 


miniſhed.. | 


| Im, my dear friend, c. 


THE END. 


